Downloaded from : www.apnakhanewal.com 
An 

Introduction 

to

[image: image1.jpg]



The Volunteers Organization
35 Civil Lines Near Roberts Hall Khanewal

Tel: +92-(0) 65-2557056

the_v_o@hotmail.com
[image: image2.jpg]



The Volunteers Organization  (TVO) is one of the active, non-governmental, non-political, non-religious and non-profitable organization of southern Punjab, Pakistan, founded in August 2002. The Organization is registered with Social Welfare Department under “Voluntary Social Welfare Agencies, Registration & Control Ordinance 1961”, Registration # DOSW (KW) 53/05. The organization is targeting the communities in both urban and rural areas within the jurisdiction of southern Punjab 

TVO has been struggling for development in southern Punjab communities. South Punjab is central area of the Pakistan that is joined roads for NWFP, Upper Punjab, Balochistan and Sindh.

TVO is providing services in development sectors. In all sectors, TVO is facilitating the communities according to the local needs and atmosphere and bringing change through participatory development approaches. 

The Volunteers Organization has previously been working in Tehsil Khanewal. Now after having assessed the need of other areas those are comparatively more marginalized in sense of development, The Volunteers Organization has planned to start it’s development activities in new working areas as well. 
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· Education

· Formal

· Non-Formal

· Health

· Basic Health Facilities

· Health Education & basic awareness about hazardous disease like (HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis etc.)

· Women Empowerment 

· Youth Empowerment 

· Capacity Building

· Participatory Development 


Punjab is most Populated province of Pakistan. Punjab is divided in two parts one is Upper Punjab and second is South Punjab. South Punjab is very neglected, backward and out reach area of Pakistan. Mostly people are depends on agriculture. Poverty rate is very high, more than 45% people are lived under the poverty line in south Punjab. Population rate is 2.7 due to poverty is rising rapidly. 30% people are lived in slum areas, not available sufficient infrastructure, absence of services and opportunities but social issues are on full bloom over there. 

South Punjab being a conservative country Part suffers tremendously because of the very deep-rooted gender biases and issues. Being a patriarchal society gender biases occupy very prominent position and women undergo a much-suppressed status. Women remain and suffer the most economically and socially. They have low labor force participation, suffer from poor health and have less access to proper medical care; they have a low education enrolment rate and form majority of the illiterate population of Pakistan. The difference in attitudes being form the birth of a child, when on birth of a girl, both mother and child face hostility. This hostility nutrias into permanent discrimination for the girl child as, she is ignored in health care, socialization and in the democratic process and as she passes from girl child into womanhood. At this stage, they loose all rights to their body as well. They merely become objects that cater to the needs of the male. They loose all their rights to their sexuality as well as their individuality. Above all are increasing poverty and Poverty itself a high-risk sector for Humanity as well as our communities. Fortunately, adolescents are receptive to new ideas; they are keen to make the most of their growing capacity for making bright future. Their curiosity and interest are a tremendous opening to foster personal responsibilities for prosperity of coming generation. 

District Khanewal was created in 1985; the district consists on four tehsils namely Tehsil Khanewal, Tehsil Kairwala, Tehsil Jahania and Tehsil Mian-Channu, Its boundaries meet districts of Jhang and Toba Tek Singh on the North, Sahiwal district on the East, Vehari on South and with district Multan on West. 

According to 1998 Population and Housing Census, total population of Khanewal district is 2068 thousands persons out of which 1072 thousands are males and 996 thousands are females. Density of population in the district is 476 persons per square Kilometre. Percentage break-up of the Rural and Urban population is 82.4 and 17.6 respectively.
Majority face various type of difficulties like, lack of Health services, absence of Educational facilities, malnutrition, pollution, but moreover very important point is note able here that general man per day income is one dollar to one & half dollar. Enormous health risks to people are posed due to early marriages and childbearing leading to high maternal and infant mortality rates and STDs including HIV/AIDS.




	Activities 
	Funded By

	Primary health care medical camps & health seeking behavior sessions 
	Self bases 

	Community mobilization regarding formation of CBOs/CCBs 
	Self bases

	Awareness raising sessions regarding HIV/AIDS/STIs Hepatitis B/C
	Self bases



	Activities 
	Funded By

	Primary health care medical camps & health seeking behavior sessions 
	Self bases 

	Awareness raising sessions regarding HIV/AIDS/STIs Hepatitis B/C
	Self bases

	Providing Standard Education facility through Sahar Public School (Pvt.) 166/10-R Khanewal
	Self bases

	Activating the existing CBOs/CCBs through conducting training sessions 
	Self bases




The Volunteers Organization has a tradition of establishing free medical camps on quarterly basis in areas where permanent health facilities are non-existent. Such camps have been organized in rural areas of District Khanewal. These camps not only provide curative and preventive health services, but also create awareness on health issues through advocacy and communication strategies.   Community really appreciated this effort of The Volunteers Organization, and demanded that such kind medical camps should be continued in future. They told that this the first time that such kind of activity is done in their area. They paid thank words to all the technical staff of this medical camp who provided their services without any cost.


The Volunteers Organization is conducting seminars regarding raising about HIV/AIDS & Hepatitis B/C in different focused communities on quarterly basis. Purpose of these activities is to focusing on the need of the community and to share some facts and figures about the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B/C, at the last to emphasize on improving the health seeking behaviors.


It is an admitted fact that education is one of the basic necessities for the man of today’s world .it is observed that every country which has improved their economy, has strong education sector .So education is compulsory for economic progress of any country. Education not only enhances the economic but also the social progress of a country. The countries, which have ignored this fact, are facing the recession in their economy. Unfortunately Pakistan is the country, which has ignored this fact in early days due to disturbed political conditions. But now the government has focused this sector and has increased the literacy rate but still this rate has not reached at that level which a developed country needs. The rate of education of Pakistan is 51%, which is very low as compared to developed countries. 

Education sector not only affects the economic but also the social aspect of any country. So we cannot ignore the importance of the education. Today is the world of technology but if any country is not able to meet the basic education, which is called primary education, how this country will achieve the goals of today’s world. Pakistan is basically an agriculture-based country and 70% of its population belongs to villages. The rate of education in these rural areas is extremely low. The people of these areas have no facilities of schools and colleges or universities. The institutions, which are already working in these areas, have no proper management system. So large numbers of government funds are being wasted. The person who wants to get education has to leave his or her village

The volunteer’s organization is a non-trading concern, which is working in these types of rural areas. We have started a project, which belongs to education sector. The selected area has no facilities of education. People of this area have no aims in their lives because of ignorance. Almost 95%population of this area depends upon agriculture sector but due to lack of information about new techniques and technology, their production level is low. So we have focused this area and started a school in this area for boys and girls. We have focused the education for women because they are not able to go to cities to complete their education. Also the literacy rate of women is extremely low. So regarding to these upstate problems we have started a school on 14 August 2002. This school is providing quality education since then at very low cost. Qualified staff has been selected for this purpose and they are utilizing their best qualities for bringing change in this area. We have achieved 100% results in 8th standards in the year 2005. There is no secondary school for boys or girls in this area. So we are doing our efforts to achieve our goals.   


One of our primary goals is to strengthen, expend and continue existing services in health, education, poverty alleviation-cum-income generation and training without compromising on quality. We wish to replicate all successful programs and excellent practices in other parts of Pakistan. The expansion plan will be implemented with the support of Volunteers Network, a recent initiative that seeks to broaden the net of human resources in order to promote human development. 

The realization of all these aspirations depends on community acceptance, which continues to be the biggest measure of our success thus far. No development is possible without community involvement and participation. Unless local communities are empowered to take charge of their own lives and destiny, outside interventions cannot make lasting effect. We will continue to organize and involve communities in decision-making. 

Our mission is, To promote and uplift the social standards and to strive for an ideal nation building through, protecting and improving the health status of targeted communities, empowering the women, ensuring standard education, developing human resources and protecting human rights through participatory approach and legal aid.











Our Vision is Physical, Social, Mental and Spiritual Well-Being. 








TVO believes in sustainable development and recognizes that sustainable development cannot be possible with out community involvement, so TVO is striving for social change according to the philosophy of participatory development.
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